Operation Immunization Resource Guide
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Mission: The Goal of Operation Immunization is to increase awareness of minority populations about where to attain immunizations, the different types of immunizations available as well as the importance of pharmacist as it relates to immunizing.

Resources

· http://www.immunize.org/
This website provides free subscriptions relating to new information regarding immunizing children, teens, or adults. “Needle Tips” is the subscription pertaining to all age groups while “Vaccinate Adults” focuses primarily on adults. This is good for chapter members who are coordinating operation immunization to be a part of, and to receive updates that could serve as patient information during events.
· http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/
This is should be one of the most used websites, offering anything and everything there is to know about any vaccines. It is very important that each chapter keep up with CDC reports due to the advent of two flu vaccines this year, H1N1 and the typical flu shot. Use this website to get information to handout to patients, to inform yourself and to help with creating   ideas for future events in your communities.

· http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/default.htm
This really should help everyone with the programming of events; it has some tools that will help to organize immunization schedules for the patients as well as create catch-up schedules for children who may have started their immunization schedule late. This is an excellent resource to use while you are out in the community.
· http://www.flu.gov/
This is another good resource for information pertaining only to flu. It has videos that can be shared, instructions on how to care for a person with the flu and can serve as a guide for schools to use as preparation for flu season.
· http://www.vaccinateyourbaby.org/
· http://www.novaccine.com/
Possible Ideas for Events

· Try informing patients about different types of vaccines instead of the typical flu vaccine. There are others out there for example Gardasil for HPV, Travel vaccines, B vitamin and the common childhood vaccinations. Be creative with this initiative its NOT Operation Flu Immunization!
· Host an event that caters to schoolteachers about how to notice signs and symptoms of the flu and what subsequent steps must be followed after the flu has been identified as it pertains to school and back in the home.

· Create Myth versus Truth sessions at schools or after school programs about immunizations. It can be to an adult audience or child audience

· Create a CE for area pharmacist about new and upcoming vaccinations.
· Partner up with community pharmacy and assist them with their immunization programs by offering to help with paper work before the shot and providing the patient information about the shots they are about to receive or maybe thinking about having.
· Seek out populations that are at the greatest risk for vaccine-preventable disease to educate about vaccinations.

Additional Information

Here are a couple of things to keep in mind when you are planning your events and submitting the forms for CIC points.

1) Make sure that you are able to quantify exactly, to the best of your ability, how many patients you are able to reach with the event.

2) Be sure to be very specific in terms of what your event actually entailed the chapter doing. If an event occurs for multiple hours it would be looked upon favorably if we knew what when on doing each of those hours if of course something different were to occur doing each hour of the event. Please use as much detail as possible, so that if we needed to explain your event in the future we would be able to do so with great accuracy and detail.
3) My suggestion to all chapters is to always think big, not to down play smaller events, but the bigger ones are the more memorable and attention grabbers. The more attention we draw the more SNPhA is illuminated and the greater our voice becomes!
