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Student National Pharmaceutical Association – University of Illinois at Chicago Chapter 

The purging essence of fire…. 

 Saturday afternoon, busy 

preparing myself for the coming  

school week, I quickly check my 

email.  I open what looks like a 

practical joke, “Saturday morning 

there was a fire on the fourth floor 

of the UIC COP…..”  WHAT?!!!!!  

I gasp in disbelief.  How can this 

be?  It’s probably nothing, I 

rationalize to myself, and go on 

with my day.  As the weekend 

progressed, however, I soon 

learned that the extent of damage 

was far worse than anyone could 

have imagined.  Although the fire 

was contained in the southern 

section of the fourth floor, water 

pipes that were exposed to low 

temperatures froze and burst over 

night, creating a downpour in 

lower level corridors and offices.  

The student locker room, Dean 

Bauman’s office, and the Office of 

Student Affairs were flooded.   

 Classes were cancelled 

for a whole week January 21 - 25.  

Nobody, not even Dr. Tenhoeve, 

knew if we would be able to 

resume classes anytime soon.  The 

logistics of cleaning up the mess 

and containing the damage to labs 

filled with expensive machinery 

and precious research material 

seemed daunting enough, let alone 

the challenge of rearranging 300+  

students throughout campus 

classrooms.  Pulling all nighters 

and working as a dedicated team, 

our directors have thankfully done 

everything in their power to get 

things back and running as 

efficiently as possible.  As of 

yesterday, students resumed 

classes, sometimes trekking from 

the east side of campus to the west 

in less than 15 minutes.  

Nevertheless, we push onwards 

and forward into our studies. 

 One thing we can walk 

away with from this experience, is 

the power of adaptability in the 

face of crisis.  How many times in 

our future careers will we have to 

deal with and attend to emergency 

situations, whether it be overseeing 

the administration of epinephrine 

in an emergency room, or  

administering vaccines against an 

impending bio-terrorism attack?  

This is unknown.  Life will be 

what life will be, and adverse 

events can not always be planned 

for.  What  we can acknowledge 

with certainty, is the strength to 

quickly and calmly act and 

proceed in the face of a storm, 

using our God-given talents to 

handle whatever comes our way.    

 Therefore, we can look 

upon this tragedy, not with eyes of 

defeat, but rather, with eyes of 

victory and hope.  In nature, we 

can see, repeatedly, that the 

purging essence of fire brings with 

it a renewal and a new beginning.  

Our school will survive, and our 

little home away from home will 

be stronger than ever!! 
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